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Youth all over the world have always been the dreamers 
and drivers of positive change. They have huge potential for 
innovation and their voice is required to be mainstreamed. 
It is imperative to disseminate contemporary water literacy 
in the context of sustainable development to masses in 
general and the youth in particular. It is therefore significant, 
that this partnership driven fellowship enable the upcoming 
generation to understand the challenges in the water sector 
in the country. This will go long way in imbibing a sense 
of responsibility among youth for managing the water 
resources towards the goals of sustainability and self-
reliance.

C4Y WATER CHAMPIONS 
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP

 

1 Age group for youth is 15-
29 years as per the ‘National 
Youth Policy of India’ (2014) 

3 India is home to the largest 
population of youth (366 
million) in the world.

5 Youth constitute 28 percent 
population in India. (Census 
2011).

2 As per United Nations 
population prospects, the 
youth population globally 
stands at 1.8 billion. 

4

6

Every fifth youth resides in 
India.

Over 34 percent youth 
contribute in the country’s 
national income.
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“A six month intensive C4Y Water Champions Youth Fellowship aims to 
empower young leaders by providing them relevant and comprehensive 
exponential learning curve, work experience and mentoring in the water 
sector for strategising and executing their water smart ideas. The programme 
is conceptualised and steered by Centre for Youth (C4Y).”

To foster and empower Sustainable 
Youth Leadership in the country and 
build their capacities for developing 
sustainable solutions for water 
security & integrated water resource 
management. The empanelled 
fellows will explore their strengths 
and leadership potential over the 
course of the experiential learning 
driven fellowship. www.c4yindia.in

Aligned with SDG-6 Goal and the 
thematic focuses of C4Y and the 
host of other partners.



Purpose and Intent
• To understand India’s water concerns: Raise 

awareness and social consciousness on India’s 
pressing water concerns.

• To engage with existing problems and solutions: 
See first-hand the problems and strategies to deal 
with the water exigency in the country.

• To evolve as aspiring young leaders: Develop 
leadership skills among youth towards a sustainable 
future. 

• To build a cadre of water managers and 
sustainability professionals in India: Enabling and 
enhancing capacities, knowledge and innovation 
among the youth. 

• To support partner organisations: Contribute 
positively in the partners’ working processes.

• To develop strategies: Explore disruptive concepts 
for reducing the India’s unrelenting water 
challenges with mentoring from sectoral experts

• To implement projects: Research, ideate and 
execute the innovative water smart solutions.

Fellowship Design  
• Three-tier selection process from across India 
• Online orientation workshop, water smart solution 

boot camps, webinars and field visits
• Placement for four months with partners
• Virtual mentoring by the partners and educational 

institutions
• Research and development of the strategies on 

innovative water smart solutions
• Progress review of the fellows’ project work with the 

mentors
• Documenting and communicating fellow’s 

experience water smart solution project
• Contribution in the partner’s working processes
• Peer learning workshop
• Felicitation ceremony 
• Demonstrating innovative solutions, experiences 

and takeaways 
• Certificates and stipends to the successful fellows.

COHORT 4.0 

Prestigious Fellowship on India’s 
Water Concerns

IMPACT OF BREAK-
THROUGH IN NUMBERS 
(COHORT 1.0 - 3.0)

In past three years, the fellowship 
programme has fostered 36 Water 
Youth Champions. 
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2022 FELLOWSHIP HIGHLIGHTS!

600+ Students Reach
150+ Applications 
100+ Educational Institutions Engaged
50+ Shortlisted 
12 Eminent Jury Members 
20 Selected Fellows

Fellowship Themes

• Access to Safe Drinking Water
• Groundwater Conservation 
• Rainwater Harvesting Systems

• Water Literacy for Conservation 
• Water Security and Availability

Expanding Reach

Youth for creating a sustainable future 
nurtured and mentored | Sustainable 
youth leadership developed | Holistic 
360 degree exposure to water concerns 
& solutions | Innovative water smart 
solutions generated | Youth in water sector 
empowered | Confident aspirants leaders 
for nation building evolved 
| Communication skills enhanced

Impact and Impressions

150+ Hours of Hybrid Learning
120+ Days of Placement with Partner Organisations 
40+ Innovative Water Smart Solution Project 

(Report and Factsheet)
50+ Prominent Experts & Mentors
16 #Water Smart Solutions Boot Camps, 

Workshops and Field Visits 
10 Partner Organisations
5 Communication & Documentation Workshops
3 Days Online Orientation Workshop
2 Final Peer Learning Workshops

Enhanced Experiential 
Learning, Knowledge & 
Competencies

FELLOWSHIP TIMELINE

Call for Application 

May 2022
Online Orientation

June 2022
Final Selection of Fellows

June 2022
Application Deadline

June 2022

Placement of Fellows & 
Progress Reviews 

July – October 2022

#WaterSmartSolutions Boot 

Camps, Workshops and Field Visits

July – October 2022

Felicitation Ceremony
December 2022

Final Concluding 
Workshop   

November 2022



Hark Aspiring Young Water Managers and Sustainability Professionals!

Centre for Youth (C4Y) is now inviting applications for the fourth edition of the C4Y Water Champions 
Youth Fellowship Programme 2022. Twenty remarkable students shall form Cohort 4.0. The six month 
prestigious Water Champions Youth Fellowship programme is designed to disseminate knowledge on 
India’s water sector, building awareness on management of the water resources and enable a cadre 
of water managers and sustainability professionals in India. The programme envisions to contribute in 
enhancing capacities, knowledge and innovation among the youth so that they can explore disruptive 
concepts for reducing India’s unrelenting water challenges with mentoring from sectoral experts. 

Women candidates are especially encouraged to apply. Students having a keen desire to share ideas with 
others, to be challenged, to be inspired, with a willingness to face obstacles and come up with solutions 
for a way ahead may apply. Applicants positively demonstrating their capability and keen interest in social 
and developmental issues related to water, willing to brainstorm on innovative ideas, possessing or keen 
to develop leadership roles, and team-spirited  will be considered.

OPEN CALL FOR APPLICATIONS!

click here:

Last Date of Application 

Sunday, June 12, 2022

Eligibility

Indian Students from across India pursuing 
graduation, post-graduation and PhD 
courses in the environmental engineering, 
environmental management, 
environmental sciences, water 
management and related  sustainability 
programmes.

For more information: Dr Sudha Nautiyal, Deputy Director, C4Y, sudha.nautiyal@c4yindia.org | 95600 5076

Link for Online Application 
Form 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSeZx0Xp28Crab3D-Si1PF9tz-
00XLVrtHKpLg1-MqcQEY18qw/viewform

Registration Fees 

INR 1,500/-

SELECTION PROCESS

2
First Round of 

Virtual Interviews 
by C4Y Fellowship 

Team 

Due 
Diligence of 
Applicants

1 3
Final Round of 

Online Interviews 
by an Eminent Jury 

Panel 



Nominations 

The educational institutions 
and universities can directly 
nominate their students. Write to 
the fellowship team for initiating 
the nomination process.

ALLIANCES AND PARTNERSHIPS

C4Y has been successfully implementing the fellowship programme in partnership with a host of premier 
organisations in water resource management sector. This illustrious fellowship involves placement with 
partner organisations, on ground & virtual learning sessions, peer-learning and water smart project by 
fellows to generate innovative Water Smart Solutions. 

Prominent organisations working in the field of sustainability with a special focus on water concerns 
and water security are invited as non-profit partners for the C4Y Water Champions Youth Fellowship 
Programme 2022. The partners are expected to play a pivotal role in mentoring and providing exposure 
to the fellows on a diverse range of water issues.

All the partnerships will be acknowledged in the range of fellowship collaterals, documents, reports and 
activities.

C4Y is Inviting Partnership

Four months 
of fellows’ 

placement and 
mentoring with 
stipend (July – 
October 2022)

Organise virtual 
knowledge 

sessions – water 
smart solution 

bootcamps 

Host week-long 
field visits of 

cohort 4.0 

Conduct capacity 
building 

programme of 
young fellows 

(hybrid) 

Educational 
Institutions 

Inviting partnership with academic institutions for 
enhanced engagement of the faculty and the institutions 
in this fellowship voyage.

• Nominate the students directly for the fellowship.

• Issue a forwarding certificate to the applicant student which is 
a mandatory requirement post selection.

• Include the fellowship as mandated summer internship and 
subsume the successful completion of the fellowship as 
integral part of the curriculum requirement for this academic 
year. 

• Depute a faculty as an academic mentor & point of contact to 
facilitate the learning process of the students as fellow. 

• Extend all necessary support to the selected student for an 
enriching experience. 

• Seek and provide regular review updates on the progress of 
the fellows selected from the institution.



Aleena Thomas
MSc Environmental Studies 
Department of Environmental Studies 
University of Delhi 
Placed with Centre for Science and Environment (CSE)

Ayush Tyagi
MSc Water Science and Governance 
Department of Regional Water Studies 
TERI School of Advanced Studies
Placed with India Water Partnership (IWP)

Badal Chaudhary
MSc Environment Management 
University School of Environment Management
Guru Gobind Singh Indraprashta University (GGSIPU)
Placed with Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of India

Deepesh Deshbhratar
MSc Water Policy and Governance
School of Habitat Studies
Tata Institute of Social Science (TISS)
Placed with Arghyam

Parul Ashodiya
MSc Environment Management 
University School of Environment Management
Guru Gobind Singh Indraprashta University (GGSIPU)
Placed with WaterAid India

Sandeep Kumar Singh
MSc Water Policy and Governance
School of Habitat Studies 
Tata Institute of Social Science (TISS)
Placed with WaterAid India

Jitender Singh
MSc Environmental Science
Central University of Rajasthan
Placed with GIZ India

Patel Kripalkumar Sureshchandra
M Tech Environmental Engineering
Sardar Vallabhbhai National  Institute of Technology (SVNIT)
Placed with Centre for Science and Environment (CSE)

Ujjwal Kandpal
MSc Environment Management 
University School of Environment Management
Guru Gobind Singh Indraprashta University (GGSIPU)
Placed with Centre for Science and Environment (CSE)
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Harshita Modi
M Tech Environmental Engineering
Sardar Vallabhbhai National  Institute of Technology (SVNIT)
Placed with The Asia Foundation

Manika Saxena
MSc Water Science and Governance 
Department of Regional Water Studies 
TERI School of Advanced Studies
Placed with GIZ India

Saadan Hussain
MSc Environment Management 
University School of Environment Management
Guru Gobind Singh Indraprashta University (GGSIPU)
Placed with The Asia Foundation

Ankit Kumar Verma
MSc Environmental Science  
Division of Environment Science 
Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI)
Placed with Centre for Science and Environment (CSE)

Apurva Siddharth Zode
M Tech Environmental Engineering
Visvesvaraya National Institute of Technology (VNIT)
Placed with S M Sehgal Foundation

Chaitanya Raj
MSc Environmental Studies 
Department of Environmental Studies 
University of Delhi 
Placed with WaterAid India

Kritika Bahuguna
MSc Environment Management 
University School of Environment Management
Guru Gobind Singh Indraprashta University (GGSIPU)
Placed with JS Water Energy Life Co

S Nivea
MA Public Policy
St Xavier’s College, Bombay
Placed with Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of India

Urja Vashishth
MSc Environmental Studies 
Department of Environmental Studies 
University of Delhi 
Placed with Centre for Science and Environment (CSE)

E X C E L L E N C E

E X C E L L E N C E E X C E L L E N C E



Abhishek Bharti
MA Environmental Studies

Department of Environmental Studies
University of Delhi

Placed with Centre for Science and Environment (CSE)

Ajay Kumar
MA Environmental Studies

Department of Environmental Studies
University of Delhi

Placed with WaterAid India

Amrita Singh
MA Environmental Studies

Department of Environmental Studies
University of Delhi

Placed with JS Water Energy Life Co

Ananya Mukherjee
MA Environment and Development 

School of Human Ecology
Dr B R Ambedkar University Delhi

Placed with TARU Leading Edge Pvt Ltd

Anubhav
MSc Environmental Studies

Department of Environmental Studies
University of Delhi

Placed with WaterAid India

Ekansha Khanduja
M Tech Water Resource Engineering and 

Management
Department of Regional Water Studies

TERI School of Advanced Studies
Placed with Development Alternatives

Lipi Gandhi
MSc Water Science and Governance 

Department of Regional Water Studies
TERI School of Advanced Studies

Placed with Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW)

Niharika Kaushik
MSc Environmental Sciences 

Department of Environmental Sciences
JC Bose University of Science and Technology, YMCA

Placed with Centre for Science and Environment (CSE)

Niharika Nitin Labhsetwar
M Tech Water Resource Engineering and Management 

Department of Regional Water Studies
TERI School of Advanced Studies

Placed with Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW)

Preethi Vasudevan
M Tech Water Resource Engineering and Management

Department of Regional Water Studies
TERI School of Advanced Studies

Placed with Centre for Science and Environment (CSE)

Saiyami Bhardwaj
MSc Environmental Studies

Department of Environmental Studies
University of Delhi

Placed with Centre for Science and Environment (CSE)

Shweta Choubey
MSc Environmental Sciences 

Department of Environmental Sciences
JC Bose University of Science and Technology, YMCA

Placed with WaterAid India

Upma Garg
MSc Environmental Studies

Department of Environmental Studies
University of Delhi

Placed with Centre for Science and Environment (CSE)

COHORT 2.0



Shaivya Rohella

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP

C4Y-IWP

20
19

Kiran Khokhar

MSc Environmental 
Studies, Department of 
Environmental Studies, 
University of Delhi

Placed with ICLEI South 
Asia 

Project: Implemention of 
Integrated Urban Water 
Management (IUWM) 
process to support the 
rejuvenation of Bhalswa 
lake

MSc Natural Resource 
Management, University 
School of Environmental 
Management, Guru Gobind 
Singh Indraprastha University

Placed with Indian National 
Trust for Art and Cultural 
Heritage (INTACH)  

Project: Revival of Hauz-i-
Shamsi lake

M.Sc. Environment 
Science & Management, 
Amity University, Haryana

Placed with Tree Craze 
Foundation 

Project: Water and 
Environment Quest for 
School and University 
Students

MA, Environmental 
Studies, Department 
of Environmental 
Studies, University of 
Delhi

Placed with 
Development 
Alternatives  

Project: Jal-Tara Slow 
Sand Filter

Anjali Yadav Deepa Sharma

Nidhi Dahiya

B.Tech, Environmental 
Engineering, Delhi 
Technological University

Placed with Development 
Alternatives  

Project: Transparent Jerry 
Can - An unconventional 
Water Smart Solution

COHORT 1.0



PARTNERS, EXPERTS, JURY AND MENTORS

Divyang Waghela 
Head- Tata Water Mission

TATA Trust

Shri Girraj Goyal
Director, Department of Water 

Resources, River Development & Ganga 
Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal Shakti, GoI

Aanand Kumar
Programme Head

WaterAid India

Aayushi Joshi
Assistant Project Manager
JS Water Energy Life Co

Akanksha Sood Singh
Filmmaker

Shri D P Mathuria
Executive Director (Technical), 

NMCG, Ministry of Jal Shakti, DWR, 
RD & GR, GoI

Manish Wasuja
WASH Specialist

UNICEF

Manu Srivastava
Director - Technology 

Arghyam

Meenu Ratnani
Program Manager

Enable Health Society

Dr Nabaneeta Rudra
Sr. Technical Advisor-WASH

Plan India

Ishita Bose
Communication and 

Documentation Officer
WASH Institute

Jenny Grönwall
Advisor - Water Policy

Stockholm International 
Water Institute (SIWI)

Henning Göransson Sandberg
Programme Officer

Stockoholm International Water 
Institute (SIWI)

Priya Sankar
Director- Partner Engagements

Arghyam

Gurudutt Ramchandra
Manager Solutions

Arghyam

Dr Rajni Wadhwa
Director - Programme 

Implementation
Plan India

Jyoti Dash
Senior Programme Manager

NIUA

Manas Kumar Biswal
Programme Coordinator

WaterAid India

Mahreen Matto
Programme Manager

NIUA

Rajeev Ahal
Director NRM and 

Agroecology, GIZ India

Rakesh Kumar
Assistant Manager – Project 

(Health & Nutrition)
Save the Children

Dr Veena Khanduri
Executive Secretary

India Water Partnership (IWP)

Safdar Ali 
SBCC Specialist
Water for People

Ramveer Tanwar
Environmentalist 

SayEarth

Vinod Kothari 
Tata Trusts & Member Secretary 

Springshed Management Consortium 
(SMC) 

Vivek Sharan 
State in Charge – Bihar 

Water for People

Vishakha Jha
Research Associate

NIUA

Uma Shankar Pandey 
Coordinator

Jal Gram Jakhni Banda

Dr Saumyaditya Bose 
Partner - Disaster & Climate 
Change | Taru Leading Edge



Dr Devendra Singh Dhapola
Senior Consultant

UNICEF

Arpita Chatterjee
Lead, MEL

Water for People

Birgitta Liss Lymer
Director - Water Resources

Stockholm International 
Water Institute (SIWI)

Bishwadeep Ghose
Country Director
Water for People

Byjesh Kattarkandi
Programme Coordinator

WaterAid India

Avani Mohan Singh
Executive Director 

Haritika, Centre for Rural 
Development

Nandita Baruah
Country Representative, India

The Asia Foundation

Kanika Khanna
Independent 

Communications Consultant, 
Blogger, Writer, and Mentor

Lalit Mohan Sharma
Director - Adaptive 

Technologies, Water
S M Sehgal Foundation

José Pablo Murillo
Programme Officer

Stockholm International 
Water Institute (SIWI)

Jyotsna Roy
Social Development Expert

Dr Kamal Kar
Chairman

Community Led Total 
Sanitation (CLTS) Foundation

Pranab Kumar Chanda
Head-Child Policy
Save the Children

Panchali Saikia
Programme Officer

Stockholm International Water Institute

Krishan Pal Singh
Secretary

Gramin and Paryavaran 
Vikas Sanstha (GPVS)

Nikita Madan
Research Associate -  
Environmental Planner

NIUA

Niranjan Khatri
Founder

isambhav

Nitya Jocab 
Policy Analyst and Author

Suresh Kumar Rohilla
Senior Director, CSE, & Academic 
Director, AAETI, Centre for Science 

and Environment (CSE)

Prof V Srinivas Chary
Centre Director and Professor
Administrative Staff Collee of 

India (ASCI)

Dr Himanshu Kulkarni
Founder Trustee and Executive 

Director, ACWADAM

Shalini Chaturvedi
Program Coordinator

WaterAid India

Sunil Nanda
Managing Director

JS Water Energy Life Co & 
Director, Nualgi America LLC 

Subhajit Mukherjee
Founder

Mission Green, Mumbai

Dr Manu Bhatnagar
Principal Director, Indian 
National Trust for Art and 

Cultural Heritage (INTACH)

Ms Anupama Madhok Sud
Director and Editor, Water 

Digest

Suresh Babu S V
Director-Rivers, Wetlands & 

Water Policy, WWF-India

Er Avinash C Tyagi
Vice President, IWP, Formerly: 

Commissioner, Policy Planning, 
Ministry of Water Resources, GoI

Poonam Sewak
Head - Development & 
Partnership, Safe Water 

Network India

Dr K Vijayalakshmi, 
Vice President, Development 

Alternatives (DA)

Ramya Pandyan
Communication Expert, Business 

Strategist & Storyteller

Shivali Jainer
Programme Manager, Urban 

Water-Waste Management, CSE

Mahreen Matto
Programme Manager, Water 

Management, CSE

Shuva Raha
Head – New Initiatives, 

CEEW

Kangkanika Neog
Programme Associate, 

CEEW



FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME JOURNEY

Communication and Documentation Workshop-Content Writing

Final Jury Panel Meet

Communication and Documentation Workshop-Blogs and Case studies

#WaterSmartSolution and Strategies by Argyam

Communication and Documentation Workshop Report Writing

Orientation Workshop

Communication and Documentation Workshop-Videos

#WaterSmartSolution and Strategies by WASH Institute

2021



Jury Panel Meet, July 02, 2020
Webinar Series: Development Alternatives (DA), 

August 28, 2020

Webinar Series: WaterAid India, September 18, 2020

Final Concluding Workshop, November 27, 2020

Orientation Workshop, July 13-15, 2020

Webinar Series: Taru Leading Edge, 

September 4, 2020

Webinar Series: Council on Energy, Environment 
and Water (CEEW), October 09, 2020

Webinar Series: Communication Expert, Business Strategist & 
Storyteller, September 11, 2020

Webinar Series: Centre for Science and Environment (CSE), 
September 25, 2020

Felicitation Ceremony, Shri U P Singh IAS
Former Secretary, Department of Water Resources, River 

Development & Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Govt of 
India, September 25, 2020

Felicitation Ceremony, Alka Tomar, Chairperson, Centre for 
Youth (C4Y), September 25, 2020

Webinar on Deliverables Guidelines, July 31, 2020

2020

2019

Launch Ceremony: Friday, April 05, 2019 in collaboration with Guru Gobind Singh IP University (GGSIPU), School of Environment Management, New Delhi 

Orientation Workshop: Monday, June 03,2019 at Vishwa Yuvak Kendra, New Delhi

Second Progress Mapping Workshop: Friday, August 23, 2019 with support from Indian National Trust for Art and 
Cultural Heritage (INTACH)

Felicitation Ceremony: Wednesday, December 18, 2019 at India International Centre, New Delhi



C4Y is a self-sustaining and not-for-profit organisation working for the welfare of the rural and urban 

youth. C4Y facilitate the participation and civic engagement of youth at all levels of governance by 

providing them sustainable avenues and the right platforms to further their growth and encouraging 

their participation for social and financial inclusion. C4Y implement our vision under our nine thematic 

programmes: Healthy Youth, Gender Empowerment and Sensitisation, Sports and Youth, Sustainable 

Development, Skill Development, Encouraging Entrepreneurship, Financial Inclusion, Preserving 

India’s Tradition and Information and Communication Technology.

CENTRE FOR YOUTH (C4Y)

For more details: 
For more details: 
Dr Sudha Nautiyal | 91 95600 85076
sudha.nautiyal@c4yindia.org, 
fellowship@c4yindia.org 

www.c4yindia.org

An Inititative of
/C4Y_IN

in/c4yindia

c4yindia.in

/C4YIndia

/c4yindia

/channel/UCYA1YiyD-
q7PAAKQXEBiOw6w

FELLOWSHIP PARTNERS

Supported by Partners

Centre for Youth
Let’s Grow Together


